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of having at least set foot on foreign soil." The occupation
of the capital of Serbia was therefore in the Kaiser's
eyes as much a military as a political advantage, and also
"the condition sine qua non" of the mediation which he
said he might eventually undertake in Austria in response
to the wishes of the Powers.
The taking of Belgrade as a pledge was a suggestion
which presented to  the Wilhelmstrasse  implications
somewhat different from those which weighed with the
Kaiser. The German Chancellor, desirous as he was
to charge Russia with "the responsibility" for general
war, pressed Berchtold to declare that he intended to
occupy  Belgrade  only  "temporarily/'  pending   "the
full execution" by the Serbian Government of the con-
ditions laid down. If the Russian Government should
not recognize that his attitude was justified, the Chan-
cellor declared, "it will have against it the public opinion
of the whole of Europe, which is now being alienated
from Austria."(2i) Thus the occupation of Belgrade,
accompanied by a fresh declaration of territorial disin-
terestedness, seemed to Bethmann-Hollweg an excellent
means of attaining his goal: the placing of Russia in a
false position while at the same time ensuring an Austrian
success.
None the less in order to give his ally the utmost
possible satisfaction the Chancellor recommended his
ambassador, in transmitting his advice to the Ballplatz,
to "be careful to avoid creating any impression that we
desire to restrain Austria**' The object of Berlin, if Euro-
pean war could not be avoided, was "to improve as
much as possible" (for the alliance) "the conditions in
which it will have to be waged."
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